
 

 

Minutes of the  
PRINCE OF WALES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 
 

Location:  Klawock Voc Tech Center  
 

 

Chairperson Schoonover called the meeting to order at 1:08 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Present: Craig, Craig Tribal, City of Klawock, Naukati, Organized Village of Kasaan, 
Prince of Wales Chamber of Commerce, Thorne Bay, Whale Pass.  

 
INTRODUCTIONS 

Those present were: Jon Bolling,  City of Craig; Millie Schoonover, Craig Tribal 
Association;  Peggy Stevens, Naukati; Dennis Nickerson, Organized Village of Kasaan; 
Lynnette Logan, Prince of Wales Chamber of Commerce; Jan Bush, Prince of Wales 
Chamber of Commerce; Wayne Benner, City of Thorne Bay; Lisa Roseland, City of 
Thorne Bay; Tyra Huestis, Whale Pass; Karen Cleary, POW Voc Tech; Dennis Watson, 
Inter-Island Ferry Authority; Michael Kampnich, The Nature Conservancy; Jim Holien, 
Klawock School; Bob Girt, SEALASKA; Bill Bennett, SEALASKA. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

No quorum – approval of Agenda deferred until next meeting.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Due to the absence of a quorum, approval of the May 2018 Meeting Minutes deferred 
until next meeting.   

 
OPEN DISCUSSION 

• POWCAC attendance and quorum  
Schoonover discussed the fact that there were three communities who, to her 
knowledge, had not attended a meeting and due to non-attendance had a significant 
impact on whether POWCAC had a quorum.  The last POWCAC quorum was May 
2018.   Schoonover wondered what could be done within the bylaws to deal with the 
quorum dilemma.  Bolling suggested that, for this meeting, we continue to workshop 
and then distribute via email and ask for affirmation.   POWCAC attendance and 
quorum will be placed under continuing business at the next meeting.  
 

• POWCAC Website Renewal  
Unable to make a motion without a quorum.  Bolling will contact Misty as she received 
the renewal notice. This item will be placed on the March agenda.  
 

• Appoint POWCAC Officers for 2019 
Unable to take action due to lack of quorum.  Officer appointment will be moved to the 
March agenda.  



 

 

 

• 2019 Transportation Plan Review   
✓ FOREMOST TRANSPORTATION PRIORITY 

Bolling requested that Operational Support to the IFA remain priority number one 
under the Foremost Transportation Priority.    

✓ SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PRIORITIES 
In light of what had occurred on the Kasaan road with the landslide, Benner 
encouraged everyone to keep the Kasaan Road as the number one priority.  Bolling 
inquired whether item number seven Naukati  Bay Road was complete.  Stevens 
responded that the Naukati Bay Road could be moved to item eight and item eight 
Neck Lake/Twin Island Road could move to item seven.   Stevens stated there was 
approximately eighty-five feet left with the Naukati Bay Road project.   Huestis asked 
that Neck Lake be removed from item Neck Lake/Twin Island Road as Neck Lake 
did not accurately describe the area.   Logan felt some resurfacing had taken place 
on the Hydaburg road but was unsure if the item was complete.  Isaacs expressed 
the Hydaburg road quality does still need improvement.  When looking at other 
roads on the island Hydaburg road was one step above Kasaan due to the chip seal.   
Schoonover commented that Port Saint Nicholas Road was still a concern and 
should remain as item number four.  

✓ AIR TRANSPORTATION PRIORITY 
Bolling stated he spoke with the State planner and the master plan does call for 
construction of an apron/taxi way.   Benner felt a second priority should be winter 
airport maintenance.  Isaacs felt the designation of the airport should be changed 
from unattended to attended.  Huestis advocated pulling public parking from the 
current project description and make it a separate item.    

✓ ROADS TO RESOURCES 
Bolling commented he would like this item retained.  

✓ ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION PRIORITIES 
Remove item number one, IFA Terminal & Clark Bay Float Plane Dock Parking area,  
as it was believed completed.   Move Prince of Wales North End Ferry Service to 
item four.  Community Transit System will become item number one.  Roads and 
Trails vegetation control will be number two.  Pullout along main roads on Prince of 
Wales Island will be number three.  

✓ NON-MOTORIZED FACILITY PRIORITIES 
Schoonover stated Craig-Klawock trail was high priority with CTA and she would like 
it to remain.   Multiple Use Paths  and POW Dicovery/Visitor Center were discussed 
and there was agreement to keep them as listed.  

 

• Letter of support for HOPE  
Bennett gave a brief overview of HOPE and the grant program they were pursuing to 
purchase a transitional housing facility (HOPE House) on Price of Wales Island.  HOPE 
had found a building suitable for purchase and would submit their grant proposal in 
February.  A draft letter of support was provided.  Bennett thanked everyone for their 
consideration and encouraged not only POWCAC but individual communities to submit 
letters of support.   Schoonover stated that this was a non-controversial item and 
therefore felt that a letter of support should be signed submitted.   With no opposition or 



 

 

further discussion, a support letter will be signed by Schoonover and submitted to Bill 
Bennett to include with HOPE’s submission for the grant.  

 

• IFA report   
Watson reported that the past year was very slow for the IFA ferry and attributed a lot of 
it to having the parking area tore up.   The new ticket and reservation system was now 
in place although the process was a bit complicated and bugs were getting worked out.  
IFA planned to work on the website and make it more user friendly.  The ferry planned 
to swap vessels on the 29th bringing the Stikine back on board.  Watson noted the 
AMHS Reform project and stated it was very important that they were allowed to 
proceed with the process.     
   

• Landslide update   
Benner gave a quick update on the land slide noting that the City of Thorne Bay, City of 
Kasaan and Organized Village of Kasaan were all working hand in hand to try to resolve 
the land slide issues.   The slide itself was on Forest Service property so, their approval 
was also needed.   Federal Highways had been to the sight with several engineers who 
assessed.   A bypass road was improved/created which allowed essential services to 
Kasaan and South Thorne Bay, thanks in part to Mental Health Trust who allowed road 
improvements and access through their land.  A boat system was set up for shuttling 
school children and groceries.   Benner reiterated that everything was moving forward.  
 

• Opioid Taskforce   
The Opioid Taskforce would hold a training, open to the public, at the ShaanSheet Hotel 
in Craig on January 25th and 26th. 
 

• POWLAT update   
Bolling reported the USFS was conducting a landscape level assessment process for 
Prince of Wales Island ostensibly how they want to manage public Forest Service lands 
on the island for the next fifteen years.  The landscape assessment team made 
recommendations and the USFS included nearly all of those in its NEPA EIS document.  
Part of the public process included an objectors meeting where individuals or groups 
whom object to a Forest Service proposed EIS could be heard by the Regional 
Forester, the Forest Supervisor and District Ranger.  This meeting, originally scheduled 
for January 23, 2019, had been postponed until February.  The USFS had asked the 
members of POWLAT to attend the objectors meeting so the USFS could consult with 
POWLAT team members regarding the process went through to come up with 
recommendations.  

 
NEXT MEETING 

March 26, 2019  -- CTA Building, Craig, Alaska 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 2:29 p.m. 


