
MINUTES OF THE 

PRINCE OF WALES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, January 24th, 2017 

 

LOCATION: St. John by the Sea, Catholic Church, Klawock 
 

Chairman Benner called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

 Present: Coffman Cove, Craig, Craig Tribal Association, Hollis, Kasaan, 

Organized Village of Kasaan, Klawock, Klawock Cooperative Association, 

Thorne Bay, Whale Pass Community Association, Prince of Wales Chamber of 

Commerce   

 

INTRODUCTIONS: 

Those present were: Wayne Benner, City of Thorne Bay; Sadie Doucette, City of Thorne 

Bay; Jim Gould, City of Thorne Bay; Tyra Huestis, Whale Pass Community Association; 

Sharilyn Zellhuber, Prince of Wales Chamber of Commerce; Millie Schoonover, Craig 

Tribal Association; Leslie Isaacs, City of Klawock; Lawrence Armour, Klawock 

Cooperative Association/City of Klawock; Johnny Rice, Tongass Communications; Bob 

Claus, Craig School District; Greg Mickelson, Alaska Power & Telephone; Carrie Sykes, 

Organized Village of Kasaan; Della Coburn, City of Kasaan; Margaret Andrews, Hollis; 

Bob Andrews, Hollis; Jon Bolling, City of Craig; Karen Petersen, University of Alaska 

Fairbanks-Cooperative Extension Service; Mark Lisowski, Thorne Bay Public Library; 

Michael Kampnich, Tongass Nature Conservancy; Lynette Logan, Prince of Wales 

Chamber of Commerce/First Bank; Cyndi Reeves, Prince of Wales Chamber of 

Commerce/Prince of Wales Health Network; Gretchen Klein, Prince of Wales Chamber 

of Commerce/Prince of Wales Health Network; Katie Rooks, Prince of Wales Chamber 

of Commerce; Ken Owen, Papa’s Pizza; Cathy Bolling, the Island Post; Karen Cleary, 

Prince of Wales Vocational & Technical Center; Chaundell Piburn, City of Craig; Jane 

Demmert, Prince of Wales Animal Welfare Society; Jim Bolling, Klawock School; Jan 

Bush, Prince of Wales Chamber of Commerce  

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Benner informed the members that there were additions to the agenda under new 

business: 

 

#1 Prince of Wales Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) Introduction – Jane Demmert 

#5 IFA Stop in Kasaan – Della Coburn 

#6 Alaska Wood Energy Conference – Karen Petersen 

 

Isaacs moved to adopt the agenda with the additions. Schoonover seconded the motion. 

With no opposition, the motion passed. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 



Gould moved to approve the November 29th meeting minutes. Bolling seconded the 

motion. Zellhuber stated that there was an error in the minutes; she stated she was not at 

that meeting but the minutes reflected her seconding a motion. Benner stated that 

Doucette would get it corrected. With no opposition, the motion passed. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

1. Prince of Wales Landscape Assessment Team (POW LAT) Update – Jon Bolling 

Bolling stated that in order for the Forest Service to take action, it must go 

through the NEPA process, which requires them to produce an environmental 

document for each item. Bolling continued that through the Landscape 

Assessment process, the Forest Service would bundle a variety of projects 

together and would only need to do one NEPA process for a wide range of 

projects versus going through the process for each individual project. Bolling 

added that in the end, the Forest Service hoped it would be a more predictable 

way of managing the resources of the Tongass. Bolling stated that the purpose of 

the Landscape Assessment Team is to provide feedback to the Forest Service staff 

on the front end of this process so that they would be aware of the priorities that 

the island residents would like to see. The team had received some funding and 

hired Cathy Needham with the Nature Conservatory as a facilitator. Bolling 

informed the group that POWLAT has held a number of organizational meetings, 

workshops, etc. Bolling stated that POWLAT would meet again on January 26th 

to try and articulate more on what they would like to see the Forest Service do in 

the scope of 10-15 years. Bolling stated that the meetings would most likely last a 

full day or more. Bolling informed the group that POWLAT meetings were 

scheduled for the last Thursday of every month, and encouraged everyone to 

participate in the meetings. Bolling added that Forest Service staff would be 

available to answer questions at the meetings.  

 

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS 

1.   Telecommunications on Prince of Wales Island – The Alaska Plan – Misty     

Fitzpatrick 

Fitzpatrick stated that this item had been on the agenda due to several 

communities on Prince of Wales Island trying to improve telecommunications in 

their areas. Fitzpatrick continued that one of the factors that led to looking into the 

subject further was a response to a publication, which spoke about “the Alaska 

Plan”. Fitzpatrick stated that the Alaska Plan would be a change of how funding 

for telecommunication providers would be allocated and specifically improve the 

situations in rural Alaska to provide better service. Fitzpatrick continued that 

some of the members had reached out to Representative Jonathon Kreiss-Tomkins 

office, and one of his staff members put together a document on the subject with 

information for a better understanding of how telecommunications are regulated 

in Alaska. Fitzpatrick introduced Harry Choee, who had prepared the document 

for POWCAC and stated that he would be giving an overview and answer any 

questions that the group had. Choee introduced himself as the legislative aide for 



Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins; and commented that their office was 

excited to be working on this item. Choee gave an overview of the document, 

stating that it outlined the few sources of funding for Alaska. Choee stated that the 

goal was to figure out how to advocate for Prince of Wales to be a recipient of 

some of that funding. Choee commented on the difficulties of accepting change 

within the telecom world due to the plans for regulation within the federal funding 

was still in the development process. Choee stated that he had spoken with a 

representative from GCI that offered to visit to Prince of Wales to talk about the 

technical details and answer questions about the Alaska Plan. Choee inquired if 

there was interest from the group for the GCI representative to visit. Benner 

replied that he thought it would be a good idea to have someone come and talk 

with the group. Choee stated he would be happy to arrange the visit. Choee stated 

there had not been any real formal assessments done on Prince of Wales Island, 

and thought it might be a good idea to have a formal assessment that would 

include gathering information on which communities have cell service from 

which carriers, and what the average broadband internet speeds are in each 

community. Choee commented that the Assessment would show which 

companies were actually providing what they advertised. Choee stated that if 

there were discrepancies found they could be brought to the attention of the RCA.  

 

Greg Mickelson from Alaska Power and Telephone stated that they were the local 

exchange telecom for Craig, Hollis, Naukati, Whale Pass, and Hydaburg, 

currently having eight by one services in all of them except Whale Pass. 

Mickelson stated that they also have towers that they bring to Thorne Bay, 

Kasaan, Klawock, and Hollis, feeding the ring on the island. There was a question 

asking what it would take for Alaska Power and Telephone to extend services 

beyond what they are already doing. Mickelson stated that right now they are 

focusing on their telephone exchanges and this year they will be readjusting their 

prices in LEC areas and will be coming to a ten by one service, he stated that they 

are working on their areas now but are always looking to expand. There was a 

question asked to Mickelson about having cell towers. Mickelson stated that their 

company would welcome cell phone companies to buy broadband from them but 

that they are not a cell phone company. There was a comment made that a 

company called “OneWeb” would be providing internet service to the entire 

island at some point, also the new HughesNet Gen 5 will be available starting 

April 1st.  

 

Fitzpatrick motioned to form a subcommittee of POWCAC, which may consist of 

non POWCAC members as well, to compile a general assessment of the basic 

cellular and internet service available in each community on Prince of Wales 

Island. Fitzpatrick stated that the assessment compiled from the subcommittee 

could be included as a separate page on the POWCAC website along with the 

telecommunications document compiled by representative Kreiss-Tomkins office. 

Bolling seconded the motion. Fitzpatrick stated that she thought a team of four 

volunteers who each took on three communities could accomplish a good amount 

of information and could be useful when the GCI representative comes to speak. 



Fitzpatrick volunteered to be a member of the subcommittee and recommended 

Petersen to be a volunteer. Cleary volunteered for the Craig and Klawock area. 

Benner stated we would work on finding another volunteer for the subcommittee. 

Petersen agreed to be a volunteer. Benner called for the question. With no 

opposition, the motion passed.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1) Prince of Wales Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) Introduction – Jane Demmert 

Jane Demmert introduced herself stated that she had been involved with a very 

young organization called PAWS. Demmert continued that the goal was to reduce 

the population of unwanted animals on the island, promote spaying and neutering 

of animals, making it affordable for all, and to help by providing temporary 

homes/care for animals in need, while seeking permanent homes for them. 

Demmert stated that PAWS began last fall and had already had requests and 

interactions with a number of POW Communities. Demmert stated that PAWS 

(Prince of Wales Animal Welfare Society) had a Facebook page and suggested 

that would be a great way to contact them. Demmert informed the group that the 

PAWS board members were Allison Weyhmiller, Jeannie Tipton, Laura Stewart, 

Barbara Douville, and herself. Demmert stated they looked forward to finding 

ways to collaborate with community members and local governments as well as 

tribal entities.  

 

2) POWCAC Website – Invoice Approval 

Benner stated that approval was needed from the board members to reimburse 

Fitzpatrick for paying the POWCAC website fee. Bush moved to approve the 

invoice for the POWCAC website to reimburse Fitzpatrick. Schoonover seconded 

the motion. With no opposition, the motion passed.  

 

3) Omnilert Introduction – Chaundell Piburn 

Piburn stated the Omnilert project was started because of the difficulties in 

contacting Fire and EMS volunteers due to not being by their radios. Piburn 

continued that they had applied for some grant funding to get a mass notification 

system in place and the system they had chosen was Omnilert. Piburn informed 

the group that Omnilert sends notifications to individuals via text, call, and email 

during an emergency. Piburn stated that she would like to keep the island 

communities working together to keep this system going for volunteer fire and 

ems, but that in September the grant funding would be running out. Piburn 

continued that Craig and Klawock would most likely cover a large portion of the 

fees but would like to keep other communities going for a small fee. Piburn 



informed the group that the Local Emergency Planning Committee would be 

meeting on Tuesday, February 7th at the Craig City Hall to discuss the system 

more and the costs associated with it. Piburn encouraged the group members to 

attend or send someone from their organization to attend.  

 

4) POWCAC Resolution 17-01 Transportation Priorities  

Benner gave an overview of the current transportation priorities and invited the 

membership to make comments on any changes they would like to see. Bolling 

proposed that the membership strike the first priority under “facility priorities” 

since it has been completed, and move the other projects up one position. Gould 

moved to approve the resolution with the one modification. Bolling seconded the 

motion. With no opposition, the motion passed.  

 

5) IFA stop in Kasaan discussion – Della Coburn 

Coburn stated that there was a definite need to have the Inter Island Ferry make a 

stop in Kasaan, and that it would benefit the residents of Thorne Bay by 

shortening the connection to get to the ferry. Coburn suggested that Kassan could 

have a walk-on flag stop rather than full service like Hollis. Coburn indicated that 

she thought their Tribal Government could possibly get funding to pay for the 

walk-on stop. After some discussion, the membership decided that this item 

needed to go through the proper process of going through the IFA board. 

 

6) Wood Energy Conference – Karen Petersen 

Petersen stated that she was organizing for the University of Alaska and the 

Alaska Wood Energy Development Task Group, the Alaska Wood Energy 

Conference. Petersen encouraged the group to attend, and expressed that it would 

be a good opportunity for the residents and organizations on Prince of Wales 

Island as well as convenient with it being so close. Petersen stated that registration 

was currently “early bird” for $175.00. Petersen stated that the conference be 2 

days, the 11th and 12th of April. Petersen described the different items the 

conference would be featuring. For more information, visit this page – 

www.uaf.edu/ces/nrcd/awec/  

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

No correspondence. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

March 28th, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. – Thorne Bay 

Lunch hosted by the City of Thorne Bay starting at noon.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting. Gould seconded the motion. The meeting 

adjourned at 2:30 p.m.   

http://www.uaf.edu/ces/nrcd/awec/

