
 
MINUTES OF THE 

PRINCE OF WALES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, May 24th, 2016 

 

LOCATION: Coffman Cove, Howard Valentine School 
 

Chairman Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL: Present: Coffman Cove, Craig, Craig Tribal Association, Hollis, 

Kasaan, Organized Village of Kasaan, Klawock, Klawock 

Cooperative Association, Naukati, Thorne Bay, Whale Pass, Prince 

of Wales Chamber of Commerce  

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Those present were: Leslie Isaacs, City of Klawock; Bob Claus, Craig Schools; Carrie 

Skye, Organized Village of Kasaan; Jon Bolling, City of Craig; Joell Wetton, Public; 

Peggy Stevens, Naukati; Tyra Huestis, Whale Pass Community Association; Tammy 

Sivertsen, Naukati; Greg Mickelson, Alaska Power and Telephone; Mark Roody, 

Naukati; Gretchen Klein, Prince of Wales Health Network; Chaundell Piburn, City of 

Craig; Karen Cleary, POW VocTec Center/Klawock Schools; Bob Andrews, Hollis; 

Margaret Andrews, Hollis; Jim McFarland, Thorne Bay; Jeannie McFarland, Prince of 

Wales Chamber of Commerce; Millie Schoonover, Craig Tribal Association; Wayne 

Benner, City of Thorne Bay; Jim Gould, City of Thorne Bay; Misty Fitzpatrick, City of 

Coffman Cove; Lawrence Armour, Klawock Cooperative Association 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

Gould motioned to adopt the agenda, Schoonover seconded the motion. The motion 

passed with no opposition. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Schoonover motioned to approve the March 2016 special meeting minutes, Gould 

seconded the motion. Bolling stated that where it says “compensatory litigation” needs to 

be “compensatory mitigation”. With the changes, the motion passed with no opposition. 

Gould motioned to approve the April 2016 meeting minutes, Schoonover seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with no opposition.  

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

1. POW Landscape Assessment Team Update 

Fitzpatrick gave a summary of where POWCAC was at with the decision of 

getting a group to form for the proposed landscape assessment. It was decided that 

they would move forward to solidify the project and came up with a name for the 

group which will be the Prince of Wales Landscape Assessment Team. Fitzpatrick 



stated that it was also decided to start by replicating or duplicating POWCAC’s 

membership structure and to meet again in Thorne Bay on June 9
th  

at 1:00 p.m. 

Fitzpatrick will send an email out to the communities/tribes/organizations on the 

island to encourage attendance at the meeting. Fitzpatrick made clear that this 

group is separate from POWCAC but that she would be using the POWCAC 

website to distribute a page dedicated to information on this ad hoc group. There 

was some discussion on how the formation of this group is going to work. 

Fitzpatrick stated that she will continue to send out meeting notices to the 

membership in addition to the Prince of Wales Assessment Team. There was no 

further discussion on this topic.  

 

2. POW Tele-education Project 

Fitzpatrick introduced Chandelle Piburn, the EMS coordinator for the City of 

Craig, to give an update on the POW Tele-education Project. Piburn stated that 

this is an EMS based project that has started recognizing outlying communities 

and volunteers who need 48 hours of continuing medical education credits to 

remain certified. The Health Network has supported the EMS by purchasing 

ZOOM which is conference software that allows other communities the ability to 

join in on current trainings without having to travel the distance. Piburn 

encouraged other communities to be a part of the project and to get a hold of them 

to get more information on what is needed to make it work. There was some 

further discussion on interest from the other communities and the different 

features of the software.  

 

3. USDA Community Connect Funding Announcement  

Fitzpatrick stated that the USDA Community Connect Funding is a Federal 

funding source that funds projects across the United States, they have additional 

points given to Tribal jurisdictional areas and now as of this year they are giving a 

preference to strike force areas which Alaska is considered. Community Connect 

Grants applications can be used to help communities with little to no internet. 

Fitzpatrick let the membership know that if they had any questions on this to feel 

free to email her.  

 

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS 

1. Prince of Wales Borough Study discussion and review of community resolutions 

Fitzpatrick gave a brief history on this topic, she stated that right now she has the 

City of Kasaan, Whale Pass, Naukati Bay, the City of Thorne Bay, Craig Tribal 

Association and the Chamber of Commerce in support of the Draft Borough 

Charter and the City of Coffman Cove as well as the Organized Village of Kasaan 

are both in opposition of the Draft Borough Charter. Bolling stated that the City 

of Craig is in support of POWCAC’s efforts of working on island wide issues 

together, and if it comes down to it, they would support the formation of a charter 

if need be. Mayor Gould stated that the City of Thorne Bay supports the efforts 

that POWCAC has put in, to doing a lot of the base work to prepare for a 

formation if Prince of Wales Island wanted to form a Borough. Gould stated the 



efforts were not to actually form a Borough but to do the work needed in case the 

Island ever wanted to become a Borough. Gould stated he believes that a lot of the 

public has misinterpreted the efforts of POWCAC thinking that a Borough is 

trying to be formed which it is not. Isaacs concurred with Mayor Gould, and 

stated that he thinks that POWCAC just needs to be prepared for a formation and 

work out some of the issues now that would prevent POWCAC from being 

proactive if needed to be. Isaacs stated that he supports the process and working 

out some of the issues that come to the table, as far as the City of Klawock, it has 

yet to be on an agenda but if something were to happen he believes it would be 

brought up at a council meeting so right now it is just kind of sitting on a shelf. 

Zellhuber stated that the resolution that the Chamber of Commerce did was that in 

support if all of the efforts made so far. Zellhuber continued to state that she 

believed they were at a point where it could be put on a shelf, but still encouraged 

people to continue to read and submit comments to file away with the Draft as 

written, so that at some point if it needed to be pulled out again, it would all be 

there. Fitzpatrick stated that she was speaking as the representative of Coffman 

Cove and would like to see a different approach, she thinks that the effort to 

develop or design a Government that the people of Prince of Wales can live under 

is supportive but thinks the approach of developing a Charter and then having the 

individual communities and tribes take that Charter and turn it into a Government 

they can live under, she believes, is proven to be more challenging than most have 

been able to undertake. In Fitzpatrick’s opinion, the effort for it should continue 

but that it should be made clear the Charter hasn’t been brought to a point where 

it’s in a form that is designed by people on POW. Fitzpatrick encouraged a 

discussion on different approaches to continuing a project of getting information 

out there, and soliciting comments from the public, so when a decision is 

necessary, the ground work would already be done. There was a comment from 

the public thanking POWCAC for their efforts on this matter and a question of 

clarification on the concept of the efforts of POWCAC on this matter. Fitzpatrick 

stated that the concept was to design a Government that the people could live 

under if they chose to live under it and design it in advance. Isaacs stated that 

when this process started, the intent was to get information to arm ourselves with 

knowledge so that the membership would know what issues would be faced when 

it comes to the Borough Charter. Isaacs stated he believed that process of doing 

that is complete, and at this time we are not in a position to continue on to the 

next phase, but does support to continue to define the process. Gould stated that it 

has not been defined that it should be POWCAC to propose a formation of a 

Borough, and it could be any organization or group of individuals to file a petition 

to become a Borough. There was further discussion on what POWCAC’s role in 

this is and where it stands with facing the decision to become a Borough. 

Fitzpatrick stated that she does not see this matter as a finished product that was 

designed by the people of POW Island as the Borough Government that they 

would want to live under, if they chose to live under a Borough Government. 

Fitzpatrick stated that as the representative of Coffman Cove she would support 

tabling it with the understanding that in its current form, it is a tool but not the 

approved design. There was further discussion on tabling the Borough Charter in 



its current form. Armour moved to table the Borough Charter. Gould seconded the 

motion.  Bolling suggested that the motion be to postpone further action on the 

working Draft for Prince of Wales Borough Charter and recognizing that the 

membership may continue working on the Draft at a later date. Bolling stated that 

he proposed the modification to make it a little clearer to understand, that it is not 

a final draft but still a working draft. Fitzpatrick asked the membership if they 

would be okay with the wording Bolling suggested for modifying the motion in 

question. It was made very clear that this motion is to support a Draft that is not a 

final draft but that the Draft which is being worked on will be put on hold until 

further notice, and when POWCAC decides to continue working on the draft that 

it will not be referred to as final and in its current draft form it is not supported by 

the majority of POWCAC member communities. Fitzpatrick questioned the item 

in motion. The motion passed with no opposition. There was no further discussion 

on this topic.  

 

   

 

2. Update on POW Resource Advisory Committee action 

Fitzpatrick asked Bolling to give a brief overview on the POW Resource 

Advisory Committee (RAC). Bolling stated that the Prince of Wales Resource 

Committee is a creation of the Forest Service; the committee makes 

recommendations to the Forest Supervisor on how to make an allocation of what 

is called Title 2 money, which comes to the Forest Service under the Secure Rural 

Schools Act. Bolling stated that this is money that comes to the Forest Service for 

the use on Prince of Wales. The Forest Supervisor relies on the recommendations 

of RAC which is made up of up to 15 people from 3 different broad groups that 

are defined under the Federal Advisory Committee Act. Bolling stated that the 

process to approve applications comes from the deliberation of the RAC. The 

majority of the RAC members, in each of three categories, have to approve a 

given project for the funding, and projects have to benefit National Forestry 

somehow. Bolling stated RAC has been around on Prince of Wales Island for four 

or five years, and he believes that all of the recommendations from RAC have 

been adopted by the Forest Supervisor. Bolling went on to say that there was 

another half million dollars available through the Title 2 Program. RAC will make 

recommendations at their meetings, which start June 20
th

. Fitzpatrick read an e-

mail that she received from Matt Anderson on RAC funds, she also stated that 

Anderson emailed a link to the new electronic proposal form and said that she 

would email it out.  

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

July 26
th

, 2016 in Whale Pass at the Library  

 



ADJOURNMENT 

Gould motioned to adjourn the meeting, Isaacs seconded. The motion passed with no 

opposition. Fitzpatrick adjourned the meeting at 2:10 p.m. 

 


