
 

 

 

 

 
Minutes of the 

PRINCE OF WALES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2017 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

Chairman Benner called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL  
     Present:  Coffman Cove, Craig, Craig Tribal Association, Thorne Bay, Prince      
     of Wales Chamber of Commerce, Hydaburg 
 
3. INTRODUCTIONS 

Those present were:  Harvey McDonald, City of Thorne Bay; Wayne Benner, City of 
Thorne Bay; Lisa Roseland, City of Thorne Bay; Karen Cleary, POW Vo-Tec Center; 
Millie Schoonover, Craig Tribal Association; Brian Templin, City of Craig; Abby Twyman, 
POW Chamber of Commerce; Sharilyn Zellhuber, POW Chamber of Commerce; Misty 
Fitzpatrick, City of Coffman Cove; Jan Bush, POW Chamber of Commerce; Jim Nieland, 
Thorne Bay; Libby Nieland, Thorne Bay; Karen Petersen, SE Conference; Tyler Gunn, 
U.S. Forest Service; Anthony Christianson, City of Hydaburg; Chere Klein, Southern SE 
District Office  

 

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
      Schoonover moved to adopt the agenda.  Templin seconded the motion.      
     With no opposition from the membership, the motion passed.  
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
     Schoonover moved to approve the minutes.  Templin seconded the motion.      
     With no opposition from the membership, the motion passed. 
 
6. OPEN DISCUSSION 
      a.  Opioid Town Hall   

Jonathan Kreiss-Tompkins joined the meeting via teleconference.  Kreiss-Tompkins 
stated December 11 or 12 (one of the two) would be the date for the Opioid Town 
Hall on Prince of Wales.  Kreiss-Tompkins confirmed Dr. Jay Butler, State of Alaska 
Medical Officer with another leader from the Department of Health and Social 
Service’s Opioid Crisis Response Team would be joining the town hall.  
 

7. CONTINUING BUSINESS 
a.  Telecommunications on Prince of Wales Island – The Alaska Plan  

Kreiss-Tompkins voiced his appreciation for the letter submitted by POWCAC.  
Kreiss-Tompkins was interested in making a formal request to the regulatory 



 

 

commission of Alaska to hold a meeting on Prince of Wales.   If the commissioners 
visited Prince of Wales they would understand the reality of the communication 
situation.  Kreiss-Tompkins stated he was cautiously optimistic the visit would happen 
in late winter or early Spring.     

 
b.  Start the Transportation Plan review– Wayne Benner  

Benner stated that normally in November discussions regarding the Transportation 
Plan begin and once it was approved it was sent to the State.  Benner commented 
that Thorne Bay would continue to lobby for keeping the Kasaan Road as a top 
priority on that list.   Templin asked that a copy of the last years Transportation Plan 
be emailed to members for review.   

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 

a.  POWCAC website – Reimbursement to Misty Fitzpatrick for annual website billing 
Benner stated in years past POWCAC had reimbursed Fitzpatrick for the website 
billing.   Benner discussed whether this would continue or if POWCAC should take 
over billing/payment going forward.  Fitzpatrick replied that payment had to be made 
via credit card and POWCAC had only a bank account.  Fitzpatrick could continue but 
felt it might be appropriate for one of the communities to take over.   Templin stated 
the City of Craig would take this over, being the secretary/treasurer of POWCAC.  
Benner thought having the secretary/treasurer of POWCAC handle payment going 
forward made sense.  

 
b.  Appoint POWCAC Officers – 2018 Calendar Year Term 

Benner announced it was time to change officers.  Positions moved in succession,  
Vice-President would move to President.  There were not enough members in 
attendance for a quorum, this would be completed at the next meeting.  

 
c.  Congressional Review Act Letter - TLMP Amendment  

Templin stated the City of Craig sent a letter to the Alaska Congressional delegation.  
The letter encouraged the delegation to take steps to prevent the proposed 2016 
amendment to the Tongass Land Management Plan from taking effect, with the goal 
of having the US Forest Service adopt a plan that better supported the region’s 
communities and economy.   Templin encouraged other communities to present a 
similar letter to the Alaska delegation regarding TLMP.   Benner replied that the 
Thorne Bay city council voted to support Craig but were still deciding on the 
appropriate wording/letter.   

 
d.  Energy Audit – Karen Petersen 

Petersen reported that SE Conference along with Renewable Energy Alaska Project 
(REAP) offered a 75% discount on Level I energy audits for buildings.  This 
comprehensive energy audit was funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.   
Petersen stated they were looking for two businesses from each community to 
request an audit, which is done by completing a simple form and submitting it with 
payment to SE Conference.   Benner stated Thorne Bay had their buildings done in 



 

 

2011 and had been picking away at the improvements suggested and it had made a 
real difference.  

 
9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
10. NEXT MEETING 

January 23, 2018 – St John’s Catholic Church in Klawock – hosted by POW Chamber of 
Commerce.  

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 1:38 pm 
 


