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Public Comments on the POW Draft Borough Charter

Community Questions Comments

Coffman Cove

Coffman Cove

As of this date has POWCAC abandoned the attempt to 

create a draft POW home rule borough charter with the 

intention of "putting it on a shelf, just in case"?

The City of Coffman Cove passed a resolution, intended to be presented before 

POWCAC, stating the community position, which is: 

The City of Coffman Cove opposes further work on a POW borough charter and 

desires that the existing draft charter be destroyed.

Thank you.

PJ Olson.

Mayor, City of Coffman Cove.

Coffman Cove
I am totally against a Borough. I see no benefits to any City 

but Craig

Coffman Cove I am opposed to the formation of any kind of Borough! 
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Craig

NO - to POWCAC's home rule borough charter!   NO to an organized borough!

Here's why:

(1.) Myth:  Threat of hostile annexation from a neighboring borough.

Fact:  Not without POW's vote or consent, particularly of the populated areas.  

a.  Alaska House Bill 133 (2006)  

b.  KGB Assembly Resolution 2462 (2013) 

c.  KGB Assembly Resolution 2631 (2015)

(2.)  Myth:  Borough formation; it's inevitable.

Fact:  POW is part of the great Unorganized Borough of Alaska lawfully 

established in 1961.  

There is no state or legislative mandate to organize.

This was reaffirmed by Rep. Kreiss-Tomkins at the 29 Sep 15 POWCAC 

meeting.

(3.)  Mine revenue will pay for schools (K-12) - Possible for a limited time.

Fact:  

a.  Mines are speculative in nature:  Commodity prices are very volatile.

b.  Limited resource; will not be indefinite. (10+ years??)

c.  It's shortsighted and irresponsible to base a borough budget on this.

More info on mines:

**Bokan (Rare earth, Uranium):  Old Ross-Adams uranium mine site that drain 

on POW is so very special.  Please think about educating the people properly so 

they can also make an educated decision.  We the people need more education 

not more government.gs, clogging up the system even more. Wow, I don't see 
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Craig

1.  Why is POWCAC continuing to pursue the home rule 

charter?  Especially in view of the island-wide opposition to 

their actions.  The original reasons for creating a charter 

were never offered for public debate, and if they were now I 

don't believe POWCAC could effectively defend those 

reasons.  ( I would happily engage a POWCAC member, or 

members in such a public debate, though the POWCAC 

meetings do not afford such opportunities)

2.  Would POWCAC members agree to sign a non-conflict 

of interest statement to the effect that they (or a family 

member) would in no way gain financially from an eventual 

borough of their design, now would they accept a paid 

position within a borough of their design?

I believe POWCAC should cease and desist any and all further action on the 

draft home rule borough charter.  My reasons are as follows:

1.  POWCAC had insufficient reason to begin the charter creation process.

2.  POWCAC did not have a mandate from their specific communities or 

organizations to begin writing the charter, nor did they effectively advertise for 

input to seek such a mandate.

3.  Informing the general public on borough formation, annexation possibilities, 

and results of the borough feasibility study were spearheaded by concerned 

private citizens.  As a result, island residents have shown widespread opposition 

to POWCAC's creation of the charter.

4.  The charter is an important stepping stone in the formation of an organized 

home rule borough on POW.  In fact, submitting a charter is mandatory with a 

petition for a home rule borough .  Most people I've spoken with would prefer to 

be FURTHER from a completed borough - not closer.

5.  Putting the charter "on the shelf in case it's needed" is li on POW is so very 

special.  Please think about educating the people properly so they can also make 

an educated decision.  We the people need more education not more 

government.gs, clogging up the system even more. Wow, I don't see how that 

would benefit our Island either, & this has been going on for YEARS over there. If 

you have doubts on this, see their meeting notes on their Pool & Library, just to 

name a couple recent issues. Think people, is that what you really want? 

Then, to get even more money, they raise the taxes yet again, just because it 

hasn't been done for a certain number of years. I heard that said in one of their 

meetings over there. I wish my paycheck o

Craig

What is the timeline if this plan is in the works?

Living in the Port St. Nickolaus area, we can not vote in local 

elections due to the physical address location being outside 

the city limits.  Will this be rectified if/when the issue goes to 

a vote?  Will the vote somehow be island-wide?

If the CRAIG service area can barely provide essential services to the areas 

inside the city limits, how do they intend to do so for those residents that are 

outside that imaginary line??
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Craig

Why did the POWCAC  members and invited guests decide 

that they had the need/right to go forward with the study 

without polling all residents of P.O.W.?

I am sad that POWCAC wants to change the Island way and vibe. I think that 

starting a chamber is going to raise taxes. I don't see that as being a helpful 

thing. 

Craig Where can I find a copy of each?

Craig

How will the people of POW benefit from this extra layer of 

government?  What exactly will be the benefit over the 

existing situation we have today?

I see no benefit with another layer of government. Regulations will always be 

added and I'm sure in time our taxes will double to support more unneeded 

bureaucracy.

Craig

Are we mandated to have a borough? If another borough 

tries to absorb us will POW residents vote on that? What will 

be the revenue stream for a POW borough? What will the 

borough do?

If we are not mandated by the state to be a borough or no one is trying to and or 

can absorb us , no , what's the use of another layer of Government!

Craig No

I do not wish for a borough status to be visited upon Craig. I also object to any 

steps, such as a charter being taken in that direction "Just in case" the majority 

wishes to pursue a becoming a borough. Obviously, nobody can stop an 

individual from creating a charter, but having it be common knowledge as 

advocated by city officials would show bias, not appropriate to the democratic 

process. Only after the borough is approved, is it proper for a charter or other 

documents or contracts to be considered.

Craig

Craig

What are the advantages for the citizens if we go for a 

borough ?

It seems as though it will add another larger government 

organization that will control our lives and cost more tax 

money to support.

We seem to be doing just fine the way we are. 

Am I missing something here ?

Craig

I question the proposed compensation of staff.

I am against another level of government,expense and 

taxes it lays on we the people.

Craig

I appreciate Andy and Lisa clearing up the issue of hostile 

takeover. I will say that Ketchikans Borough is over paid and 

the salary on the feasibility study is too much...I think we can 

get by for a lot less. I do support the borough though. For 

EMS, roads and natural disasters. Salary for the borough 

should be significantly less and If the Chamber of 

commerce is willing they should coexist.

Salaries are too much!
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Craig

I am in support of the concept draft borough charter that POWCAC is soliciting 

comments on but, I don't agree with how the borough would be funded and not 

solely from personal property taxes.The burden should be equally disbursed by 

various ways such as but not limited to: Export taxes on board feet of timber 

leaving POW, Export fees for fish products being exported across our docks, bed 

tax for hospitality, fish box tax of $5.00 per 50#, cigarette and alcohol tax, gas 

tax, passenger tax on airlines, fishing license tax, etc.    

Craig

Why where the POW residents and surrounding 

communities told about this work in progress????? We 

should have all have a voice BEFORE any study was even 

done!!!!

I along with many others would like for POWCAC to toss this Borough draft 

charter in the fire pit!!! We can not financially support a Borough and most 

certainly DO NOT want another layer of Government! All scare tactics that 

POWCAC & Jon Bolling used to justify a Borough formation have been 

researched in depth and proven to not be a threat at all! I also feel that your 

meetings should be held at an hour where hard working people can be able to 

attend! 1pm in the middle of the week and day REALLY!!!!  Thank you for putting 

up a web site and this section for Borough comments!

Solicited by the Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council



March 2016

Public Comments on the POW Draft Borough Charter

Community Questions Comments

Craig

Why was the whole process done without public survey or 

meetings or input from the residents of this island that would 

be impacted?

Yes, this is a public process and the public was not involved in hearings or 

surveys about whether they wanted a Charter which is basically a constitution for 

a borough. 

This is one aspect of this whole process that is disturbing when everything that 

rolls down from this is related to all that live here.

Many chose to live here because they "could" afford to and invested their monies 

in property and homes.

Many of us chose to live in outlying areas, not Craig that has taxes and layers of 

government and permitting, without services or few, and without roads or poorly 

taken care of, so it was affordable, especially in retirement years. 

The percentage of folks that are signing the petition, state that they do not want a 

Charter or Borough. We are already a part of the unorganized Borough of Alaska 

created by law,

 Many people are not aware of this site for comments, so I think that this is not 

the best way to find out how people are feeling about this and would not base any 

important decision towards a charter on POW is so very special.  Please think 

about educating the people properly so they can also make an educated 

decision.  We the people need more education not more government.gs, 

clogging up the system even more. Wow, I don't see how that would benefit our 

Island either, & this has been going on for YEARS over there. If you have doubts 

on this, see their meeting notes on their Pool & Library, just to name a cou

Craig
Why is POW AC working to draft a charter, why do they feel 

they are representative of the people?  

Creating bigger government has never been a good solution.  The development 

of borough's is an example of that. 

Craig

I think the administrators are over paid. Ketchikan Borough 

is too big for what they do. The same goes for POW. 

Statistically the majority of folks are below poverty level. I 

feel 60-65 K is extremely reasonable for what the  borough 

will do. I want to see communities working together to 

improve EMS, roads and for POW to have a unified voice to 

State of Alaska. 

I think the administrators are over paid. Ketchikan Borough is too big for what 

they do. The same goes for POW. Statistically the majority of folks are below 

poverty level. I feel 60-65 K is extremely reasonable for what the  borough will do. 

I want to see communities working together to improve EMS, roads and for POW 

to have a unified voice to State of Alaska. 
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Craig

In the case that a borough is mandated by the state, I would 

like to know how the residents of POW island will have a 

say in WHAT TYPE of borough is formed?  It seems that it 

has been assumed that the residents want a home rule type 

of borough, thereby necessitating the creation of a charter.  

POWCAC is in the process of seeking approval of the 

charter.  They got to this point on their own with very limited 

input from the public.  How are you going to put that choice 

back to the public?  

In the feasibility study it states that a home rule borough is 

the most restrictive, once the charter is written there is no 

vote from the public.  POWCAC contends that the home 

rule is the least restrictive allowing the public to decide how 

to be ruled.  It seems that POWCAC is deciding how we will 

be ruled as they are the ones writing the charter.  Which is 

it?   

We have read the feasibility study and find it clear that POW cannot support a 

borough.  This said, we are part of the unorganized borough of Alaska and 

contend that we like it that way.  

We object to the way that POWCAC has gone about the drafting of a charter 

thereby assuming that we want a borough and that we want a home rule 

borough.  We have been told that the creation of the charter has been done for 

informational purposes but I don't believe it.  I believe that POWCAC is in the 

process outlined on page 112 in the Sheinberg & Associates feasibility study 

where the petition is being prepared.  The study states that:  2.  Among other 

things, the petition must: (a) State the type of borough proposed (and if Home 

Rule, include the Charter).  A charter does not provide any numerical information 

pertaining to the feasibility of a borough but it is a governing document.  I believe 

the charter was created and the proposal of shelving this charter was presented 

to us as a way to slip the home rule borough past  on POW is so very special.  

Please think about educating the people properly so they can 

Edna Bay

I believe that less government is the best government. I do not see that there are 

any problems existing on POW that would warrant instituting another layer of 

government, particularly government that has the right to tax me. 

Hollis not at this time

Hollis

Hollis

The Ketchikan Gateway Borough has no interest in annexation of POW. After the 

Fukushima disaster in Japan, why would anyone encourage the mining of U3O8 

(Bokan Mountain) in the interest of revenue from taxation of the mine ? I wish 

you folks would stop creating fear and false hopes for the residents of POW.  

Hollis
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Hollis

My wife and I have owned our land and home in the Hollis area since 2004. We 

both feel that our beautiful island and it's residents have gotten by just fine 

without an entity of government to make rules and regulations that if weren't 

obeyed ,could fine us,and bring about leagle issues that could ultimately lead to 

the loss of our homes and land,not to mention the fact that we would be required 

to fund all of this by paying to them a property tax. Prince of Whales is one of the 

last places to exist that is still free from a political monster that would want us to 

obey their commands and make us pay them for the PRIVILEGE to live within 

the boundaries they would claim as theirs. I believe most of the folks who live 

here like it here because of the way it is. I don't see the need to change what we 

have,to suit a political agenda. Thank you!

Hollis

Hollis

Among many others on this Island i have done a little looking in to some of the 

claims POWCAC has made concerning borough formation, and i believe much 

of the infoation POWCAC has put out is miss leading, furthermore I do not 

believe POW is in any danger of being annexed into Ketchikan or any other city 

as the law reqires a majority vote of the people of POW (this law was passed in 

2006) there is no reason for POW to borough itself. You talk about funding for 

schools? Here is one example of miss leading information, craig school district's 

budget is in the neighborhood of $3m ish, POWCAC has put information out that 

says if a borough was formed the borough would be responsable for all the 

schools on the island and can run them for 1/2 Craigs budget. THIS DOES NOT 

ADD UP. On the subject of tax, we do not have tax in the rural areas and do not 

want it.PERIOD

I live outside of the limits 

To whom it may concern,

If the people of Prince of Wales Island that want the increased regulations  and 

expenses of living in a borough would relocate to another part of the world where 

those regulations and expenses are already set up it would leave a place in the 

world for those that do not want such burdens to live. 

Sincerely, Jon Winrod  

I live outside of the limits 

of a community

I feel your meetings are not advertised well, as to where and 

when. Also there should be some meetings in the evening 

so those of us that work and don't get paid to attend can 

attend. 

More meetings in the evenings so the "public " can attend. If you really want the 

"public" there. 
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I live outside of the limits I think I have enough info. I have no questions.

To whom it may concern,

It appears every government agency is out for more money these days. OMG, 

how did we ever survive before all this government with their hand in our pocket? 

The cost to the citizens of POW to fund more government that mostly benefits 

the administrators of that government, I fail to see is needed, nor wanted. 

Ketchikan is such a prime example of why we should never want such an agency 

that rules our daily lives. For instance... Recently I believe it was the KTN 

Borough that condemned water systems that were NOT hooked up to the public 

water source, so that those people had to pay for the public water system 

whether they needed it or not. I wonder what happens if they are forced to hook 

up & then they can't afford to pay the Bill? They then come in & seize your 

property for failure to pay, just as they would if you didn't pay the taxes? And it 

seems the taxes just keep going up & up. The State is imposing more taxes & 

the Cities & Boroughs are doing the same. Talk about bleed us dry. Is into 

Kendrick Creek & Bay and is currently on the Alaska Impaired Waters List (see 

http://akmininginfo.org/issues/bokan-mountain/)

-  Projected mine life 10+ years; possible processing of ore projected 10 more 

years

**Niblack (Copper, Zinc, Gold, Silver):  Moira Sound

- Projected mine life 10+ years

Consider asking the mines to voluntarily donate money to the communities on 

POW.  This has been very successful in other areas of Alaska.

(4.)  Myth:  School consolidation will save a lot of money.  

Fact:  Not according to Sheinberg's 22 Jan 2013 POWCAC slide presentation 

"POW Area Borough Feasibility Analysis"
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I live outside of the limits 

of a community

Why do you feel that it is necessary to make this charter? 

With LOCAL, STATE, and the FEDERAL governments all 

trying to get as much of our income as they can.....

 How are we supposed to have any money left to support 

our family's? How are we supposed to trust that you wont be 

as reckless with the tax dollars, and the freedom, that you 

strip from the public as the other tax collectors that I deal 

with at the federal level?

As a hard working tax payer that struggles to support his 

family, I feel that when you take all of my income you also 

take all of my dignity. I do not want to work to support your 

new jobs. Please stop this charter.

This charter is not going to be a good thing for the people of P.O.W. Even if you 

can strip millions of dollars out of some mine for twenty years, it will not solve any 

fiscal issues that the local residents have.

The mine will pay for your infrastructure and jobs, and the people will pay the 

rest. The people cannot bear the cost, and do not need your Borough.

When the mines are gone the borough will starve to death, but not before levying 

as much tax dollars from the local business and land owners as possible in an 

effort to keep themselves alive, and hold on to there cushy jobs!

We would rather have jobs, prosperity, and freedom for our community's. Not 

more taxes and government oversight.

Which community would get the infrastructure and jobs? I assume that Craig 

would. Who is watching out for the communities with no economy? Not the 

Borough, because they will be focused on collecting tax dollars from the land 

owners living in those communities. 

I live outside of the limits Why?

I don't understand why you are pursuing this endeavor when it is obvious that it is 

not wanted by the majority of POW residents.

I do not live in town as many others. What benefits would my family receive from 

becoming a borough?

I just don't see any advantage in it, only property taxes. Which brings on the 

possibility of losing my property if I can't pay them. I don't think so.

Explain the benefits to me if you can.

I'll be waiting for your response.

I live outside of the limits 

Stop borough charter. I can confidently say the younger generation does NOT 

support this borough charter. Do not "table" it, do away with it. Please  stop 

borough charter.

I live outside of the limits 

Why form a borough on pow  all land owners will be taxed,  

all businesses will taxed. Ketchikan cannot annex us  the 

state does not mandate it   The mines everyone seems to 

be worried about are years away from full operation.  So 

why do the powers to be want to form another layer of 

government to tax pow residents to pay for it???

I live outside of the limits no do not want to be a borough of ketchikan 
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I live outside of the limits 

Why does POWCAC  insist on having a draft charter;  

especially the most aggressive alternate for taxing Prince of 

Wales residents?

1.  Borough automatically acquires the deed to my land if so borough decides to 

apply property taxes and I fail to pay in timely manner.

2.  With the current and forseeable economic realities for the state of 

Alaska embarking on another layer or bureaucratic government makes no sense.

3.  Would make it most difficult for retired to live in POW. that are property 

owners on fixed income.

4.  We are already in the "greater unorganized borough of Alaska" , so who 

needs a much more punitive type of borough?

5.  Borough management in present day economic climate could easily approve  

fiscal investments and public works projects that would bankrupt the citizens of 

the island.

I could go on-and-on about this risky and dangerous idea ; hope common sense 

prevails.

I live outside of the limits 

The prospect of Borough formation is a highly divisive issue and represents a 

serious threat to the way of life many of us have established here on Prince of 

Wales Island.  The so-called community representatives, in many cases, do NOT 

represent the public viewpoint.  The city of Craig, as an example, does not even 

intend to review the borough charter with the city council, much less the public.  

How can a "yea" or "nay" vote even be presented by a so-called POWCAC 

representative in this case? 

POWCAC may be a positive venue for various priorities on POW, but I contend 

that their pursuit of borough formation via the continuation of the draft borough 

charter is an egregious misuse of the public trust.

I live outside of the limits 

Solicited by the Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council



March 2016

Public Comments on the POW Draft Borough Charter

Community Questions Comments

I live outside of the limits

Over 20 years ago we moved to Prince of Whales because we knew it was one 

of the few places we could afford to live with what income we would have when 

we reached our "Golden Years" .  We lived in a camper without running water for 

a couple of years as we build a small house.  We were content until the prospect 

of a Borough was proposed.  A Borough would make it impossible to continue to 

live here.  Since we are on social security we would never be able to pay property 

taxes or whatever the Borough could dream up (am sure they would dream up 

everything they could to make it impossible for a person on social security to 

survive here).  As a person gets older things like medicine and food becomes 

first on their lists of where to spend their limited income.  With a Borough what 

would you like us to give up first: the medicine or food?  We are 100% opposed 

to a Borough on Prince of Whales.  Life is not about what people who want the 

power to advance their own agenda.  A persons home and well being is much 

more ims into Kendrick Creek & Bay and is cur

I live outside of the limits

Why is there continued work on this borough draft when the 

feasibility study shows that we cannot afford a borough? 

And Why is the work still going on when the folks clearly 

don't want it?

POWCAC members supposedly represent the folks of their respective 

communities and organizations. However, it very apparent to me that the 

members representing Hydaburg, Klawock, Hollis and Craig, just for starters, is 

not representing their community's interests at all, but rather their own personal 

interest, if they are still supporting the continuation of work on this Borough 

Charter Draft. We have collected about 500 signatures from citizenry of several 

communities on POW. Hydaburg folks say very loudly..NO with over 80 

signatures from voters there. 200 + from Craig. Which is statistically more than 

voted in the last city election. Klawock, folks also say NO by petition. I do plan to 

see you all in Kasaan, at the 3/22 POWCAC Meeting.

I live outside of the limits 

After reading the Report and Charter, my comment is that I am not in support of 

Borough formation on POW.  The potential service "benefits" are not worth the 

additional layers of bureaucracy and expense to the people of our island.  We 

moved away from an area with an over abundance of such government control 

and moved to this place intentionally.
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Kasaan

I believe that POWCAC should stop the process of creating a charter.  If we ever 

need to become an organized borough we can go from there.  This will never 

benefit the smaller communities on the island and only stands to benefit the 

largest community on the island, Craig.  Personally, I don't live in Craig because 

of all the laws, taxes and the like.  I don't understand why the governing bodies 

neglect to reach all the people in the communities when it comes to a big 

descision like this.  If POWCAC wants this so badly, how come they don't go 

door to door and educate people instead of saying, "if the communities are 

interested they should come to meetings".  Most people aren't interested in 

politics because of all the bull crap that's been pulled on them already.  It's a fight 

and a struggle for the layman to even begin to understand what the councils are 

talking about.  Make it easy to understand and get every person in every 

community envolved.  Remember why you moved to POW.  I grew up here and 

what we haves into Kendrick Creek & Bay and is currently on the Alaska 

Impaired Waters List (see http://akmininginfo.org/issues/bokan-mountain/)

-  Projected mine life 10+ years; possible p

Kasaan

Kasaan

I'm thinking that POW DOES  need to find a way to tax the 

mines which could very well do MAJOR extracting here.  

Our school districts, airport, as well as our respective EMS 

departments ALL need financial support that taxing the 

mines could help with.  If there's another way to get our fair 

share of these anticipated funds, besides forming a 

borough, I'm all for it! 

Kasaan

Klawock

If this is such a good and prosperous thing for our island, 

why hasn't there been more advertising and positive things 

being said he at home? 

What review, fact sheet, draft charter? I love in the Iskandar and none had 

shown me, mailed to me, given, or said anything about this. 

EVERYTHING is WAY too secretive to be a good thing.  Why not advertise more 

about it? Why not openly share and agressiveky try to make sure everyone has 

these documents to look at? 

Why is EVERYTHING so secretive? 

Klawock

How will you deal with native lands?  My understanding is 

that some of these will be exempt from taxing.  If I am 

correct, how will you make this fair and equitable for all 

residents?  

Klawock We are not interested in a borough or continuing with a charter  at this time.
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Klawock
How will borough affect our resident or commercial 

Business

Klawock

I am opposed to any borough charter now or in the future. My reasons are 

simple. I do not want another level of government stacked upon me or my 

posterity. I do not want another tax or fee levied upon me, we are an over taxed 

over burdened society already adding more of the above would only add fuel to 

an out of control fire. I realize at first the borough government may start out small 

and unimposing, however, any government entity does not stay that way for long. 

It grows and grows and as it grows it demands more money and more controls. 

So it must raise taxes or impose new fees and then fines and regulations and so 

on and so on. No thank you.

Klawock

I have not found the annexation of any area of Prince of Wales Island, by 

Ketchikan or other surrounding boroughs, to be a legitimate threat to our 

livelihood, culture, or economy as a whole. I do not believe that the only way to 

counter the diminishing funds in our community is to form a borough. 

Appropriating our current funds more efficiently would be a start. I could 

continue, however, I am only writing to make one statement:

I strongly disagree with the "draft" charter and the borough formation as a whole.

Klawock I do not want to form a borough
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Klawock

Who gave POWCAC the authority to represent me on the 

borough issue? What is the purpose and the intent of 

forming a borough on Prince of Wales Island? A borough 

must collect taxes to function, where will these taxes come 

from? The residents in each community? What does the 

borough study, done three years ago prove? Does 

POWCAC intend to form a borough and then intend to tax 

property owners? If so, does POWCAC consider that over 

70% of people in Klawock are at or below both the State 

and Federal poverty level and that perhaps those people 

could NOT afford to pay "the borough" property tax? What 

would that do to those people who simply cannot afford to 

pay property tax? Currently, Klawock residents do not pay 

property tax because there isn't one. Will the property tax 

displace the many at or below the poverty level home 

owner? Does a borough have the right to impose taxes on 

land that is Native allotment land? If POWCAC is truly 

reaching out to the public on "collecting data" for borough 

formation of Prince of  on POW is so very special.  Please 

think about educating the people properly so they can also 

make an educated decision.  We the people need more 

education not more government.gs, clogging up the system 

even more. Wow, I don't see how that would benefit our 

Island either, & this has been going on for YEARS over 

there. If you have doubts on this, see their meeting notes on 

their Pool & Library, just to name a couple recent issues. 

Think people, is that what you really want? 

Then, to get even more money, they raise the taxes yet 

again, just because it hasn't been done for a certain number 

of years. I heard that said in one of their me

Would POWCAC please consider having all future meetings concerning a 

borough at a time when most of your working population could attend? It seems 

unrealistic to ask for "an opinion" and "public comment" when meetings are 

inaccessible to Prince of Wales Island residents. Thank you~

Naukiti

NO BOROUGH , I LOVE IT THE WAY IT IS. I NEVER RETIRED IN 

SOUTHEAST ALASKA TO PAY MORE TAX.

THANKS
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Naukiti

Why was this suggested in the first place?  The rare earth 

minerals may or may not produce, if they don't, what is cost 

for borough building, utilities, employees, vehicles, 

insurance, gas, liability insurance, equipment, supplies, the 

list must be huge, what are those costs?  What are the tax 

mill rates going to be without the money from the UURAF 

company, and with it?   What are the questionable amounts 

of money predicted to come from Ucore or UURAF.  What 

guarantees do we have for any amount of money?  Do 

people realize the sales tax can increase?  Where is the 

borough building going to be built?  How many people do 

you anticipate hiring to run the borough?  Tax assessors, 

secretaries, accountants, borough major, another long huge 

list, what are all the positions and numbers?  Will we get 

money from state, who is going broke with the oil crunch, to 

help run our borough?  I could go on forever.  Can you give 

me me 5 good reasons we need a POW borough instead of 

letting Ketchikan run it for us?

I am not interested in having our community under the jurisdiction of a borough 

on POW.  The taxes, the changes, the citifying and any other changes are not  at 

all what I moved to POW to experience.  I love the small community, the 

simplicity, few people, very little traffic, the quietness, remoteness, no taxes.  I 

will not vote for this, Ketchikan did a fine job of taking care of POW.  If we get 

one just because we "think" that UURAF is going to produce lots of minerals 

from their site, we get a borough, even if they produce a small amount or large 

amount, they are only anticipating producing on island for 10 years, we will have 

to pay large taxes for the schools , our property will be taxed, sales tax increase, 

we will have to pay for a borough building, utilities, upkeep, employees, 

insurance, vehicle, gas, supplies, and the expense will be huge.  You don't pay 

your taxes, the property goes to the borough for non payment and is sold.  I see 

it in Kenai where I have lived for over 30 years.  You have to pas into Kendrick 

Creek & Bay and is currently on the Alaska Impaired Waters List (see 

http://akmininginfo.org/issues/bokan-mountain/)

-  Projected mine life 10+ years; possible processing of ore projected 10 more 

years

**Niblack (Copper, Zinc, Gold, Silver):  Moira Sound

Thorne Bay

Why is POWCAC going forward with the borough when the 

feasibility study shows it will cost us more money than it will 

generate? 

Why are meetings held at times when most people are 

working and cannot attend?

I was in the dark far too long on POWCAC. Once I began to realize what a bad 

idea forming a borough was, I felt like people on the Prince of Island had better 

get the facts and wake up. The more I read and study the truth about a borough, 

the more convinced I am that it is a very bad idea. An idea that will cost way 

more money than it will generate. One that will cause some of us running small 

business' to go under. Please people, learn the facts for yourself. I have found 

that sometimes the facts represented as truth are not actually correct. 

Thorne Bay

I don't want to be in a borough of anykind I do not beleive that the taxes raised 

from property is nessesary...here.. i am against property taxes...it means that a 

lein is on the property if I can't pay taxes and it can be taken away.. do not agree 

that we need a borough

Thorne Bay

We do not support creating a borough for POW.

Not now. Not ever.

Thorne Bay

A hostal take over by any other borough can not be done! I 

do not support the formation of any borough on POW.

I do not support the formation of any borough on Prince of Wales Island! We can 

not be hostal taken over by any borough so knowing this I am against any further 

efforts by POWCAC or any other government attempts to form one.
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Thorne Bay
I'm against the formation of and would like to see Prince of Wales Island to 

remain under the Unorganized Borough.

Thorne Bay

To Whom This Concerns,

I am a concerned resident in Thorne Bay. This issue of a borough has been 

kicked around for a long time. I feel like a lot of folks out there, no one, I mean no 

one is listening to the people. They have spoken and even voted,  NO 

BOROUGH!  Some out there try to convince us that it a good thing. If you want 

more taxes, vote borough, if you don't want a borough let your voice be heard. 

Stand up for your right to not be taxed. Home ownership (real ownership) is in 

danger. I vote no more government. Thank You, Desiree Janzen

Thorne Bay
No, but I would like more information in order to form an 

educated opinion, then I will be able to ask questions.

Whale Pass

I'm in favor of having a Borough Charter on the shelf and ready for use if and 

when a motivating event occurs.  If it is later brought forward for use in a Petition, 

a final updated review and vote on the Charter should then take place.

Solicited by the Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council



March 2016

Public Comments on the POW Draft Borough Charter

Community Questions Comments

Whale Pass

I have personally contacted the division of elections, specialists on Southeast 

Alaska government, and the boundary commission. I wanted to make sure that 

the facts I had were true. Based on this information I do not think that we need a 

Prince of Wales borough. When I consider the deficit that our country and state 

governments are running, I do not believe another level of government would be 

of any help. The Borough needs money to operate and with the declining state 

revenue the borough would have to get money from its people. This would mean 

higher property taxes, business taxes and regulations, sales taxes, permits, and 

any other taxes (like fish box taxes) the borough council could devise.

I have talked to people who live in Ketchikan about the regulations, taxes, 

permits, and other oversight by their borough. I don't want to live in a place that 

regulates a person at every turn. For those of us who live outside cities, we would 

no longer own our land, but would rent it from the borough in the form of pr on 

POW is so very special.  Please think about educating the people properly so 

they can also make an educated decision.  We the people need more education 

not more government.gs, clogging up the system even more. Wow, I don't see 

how that would benefit our Island either, & this has been going on for YEARS 

over there. If you have doubts on this, see their meeting notes on their Pool & 

Library, just to name a couple recent issues. Think people, is that what you really 

want? 

Then, to get even more money, they raise the taxes yet again, just because it 

hasn't been done for a certain number of years. I heard that said in one of their 

meetings over there. I wish my paycheck operated on that principal. Believe me, 

the taxes go up faster than the rates of pay.

So think very hard, you citizens of POW. Is this really what you want? Is this 

really good for your family? Will a Borough change the way of life on POW for the 

better, or will it just become like every other place down south? Think back as to 

what made you come here to live in the first place. N

Solicited by the Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council


