
MINUTES OF THE 

PRINCE OF WALES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, July 26, 2016 

 

LOCATION: Whale Pass Community Library   
 

Chairman Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

 Present: Coffman Cove, Craig, Craig Tribal Association, Hydaburg, Hydaburg 

Cooperative Association, Klawock Cooperative Association, Naukati, Whale 

Pass Community Association  

 

INTRODUCTIONS: 

Those present were: Misty Fitzpatrick, Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council 

Chairman; Millie Schoonover, CTA/Shaan Seet; Jon Bolling, City of Craig; Tyra Huestis, 

Whale Pass Community Association; Sheila Finkenbinder, Sitka; Dorothy Shepard, 

Naukati Bay; Al Shepard, Naukati Bay; Mark Lisowski, Thorne Bay Public Library; Jean 

Bland, City of Hydaburg/Hydaburg Cooperative Association; Bob Clause, Craig City 

School Board/Craig Tribal Association; Lawrence Armour, Klawock Cooperative 

Association; Jessica Petty, Naukati Bay   

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Fitzpatrick stated that she would like to switch item #2 under continuing business to item 

#2 under new business. Schoonover motioned to adopt the agenda. Bland seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with no opposition.    

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Shepard motioned to approve the May 2016 meeting minutes. Bolling seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with no opposition.  

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

1. Ms. Sheila Finkenbinder – House Seat Candidate for District 35 

 

a. Introduction – Fitzpatrick introduced Finkenbinder and updated the group 

on the house seat candidates. Finkenbinder introduced herself to the group 

and gave a brief presentation on why she would like to become a part of 

Alaska’s House of Representatives.  

 

b. Q&A – Ms. Finkenbinder answered questions about the state budget crisis 

and welcomed input. Further discussion went on about different solutions 

to solving the crisis.  

 

2. Upcoming Community Development Block Grant Funding Cycle 



  Fitzpatrick stated that the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) was a 

funding mechanism that is available for community development. Fitzpatrick 

stated that it is Federal HUD money that is divvied up amongst the states and then 

each state administers the CDBG Program. The State of Alaska will announce the 

availability of funds in August and grant applications will be due on December 

2nd. Fitzpatrick stated that it was one of the more complex grant applications and 

because of that she thought it would be good to be aware of it far enough in 

advance to start doing research. Fitzpatrick stated that it is approximately 2.3 

million dollars to divvy up amongst the applicants per year, once they make the 

funding announcement, they will hold a training session that potential applicants 

can attend for free but possibly have to pay for their own travel. It is a two or 

three day workshop where they help you fill out the application section by section 

and if you are awarded they will hold another workshop where they teach you 

how to administer the grant funds. In order to qualify for CDGB funding you need 

to have a low to medium income level (LMI), a LMI of 51 percent or higher. 

Fitzpatrick stated that she had some experience with CDBG grants and if anyone 

had questions, she would be available to contact. The website for more 

information is provided below:  

 

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/GrantsSection/CommunityDevelopmentBlo

ckGrants.aspx 

  

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS 

 

1. Prince of Wales Landscape Assessment Team Update 

 Fitzpatrick updated the group on the Prince of Wales Landscape Assessment 

 Team and gave a background of how the Team came forth and where the Team 

 was at  with the process.  Anderson added that the United States Forest Service 

 would be looking to hire locally this fall for help in collecting and researching  

 different areas and getting information back to the Prince of Wales Landscape 

 Assessment Team. Anderson stated that if anyone was interested or knows of 

 someone interested they could contact him.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. 2016-2019 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Amendment 1 

Fitzpatrick summarized the proposed changes from the State of Alaska and stated 

that Amendment 1 is out for public comment. Fitzpatrick stated that there are five 

projects total on Prince of Wales Island, the Goose Creek Road, Neck Lake Road, 

POW Road Weather Information, Clark Bay Terminal, and the Harris River 

Bridge replacement. Fitzpatrick asked the membership if anyone would like to 

submit comments. Bolling made a motion that POWCAC submit a letter 

supporting the Goose Creek Road, POW Road Weather Information, Clark Bay 

Terminal and the Harris River Bridge replacement projects as proposed in the 

STIP Amendment, and recommend the State retain 27.6 million for the Neck 

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/GrantsSection/CommunityDevelopmentBlockGrants.aspx
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/GrantsSection/CommunityDevelopmentBlockGrants.aspx


Lake Road in 2019, assuming the Whale Pass Community Association was in 

favor. There was discussion on if the community of Whale Pass would be in favor 

of this motion. Huestis requested to email Fitzpatrick when she received final 

confirmation from the Whale Pass Association. The membership concurred. With 

the adjustments made on the motion, the motion passed with no opposition.  For 

more information on the STIP Amendment 1, visit the following website:  

 

http://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/cip/stip/index.shtml 

 

 

 

2. Telecommunications on Prince of Wales Island – Draft Letter to the Regulatory  

Fitzpatrick stated that she had put this item on the agenda to see if the group 

would consider working on this issue. Fitzpatrick went on to give a brief 

background on this topic, and also provided correspondence along with a report 

for review. Fitzpatrick asked the membership if they would like to write a letter 

either to the Regulatory Commission of Alaska or GCI to gain insight or 

information on the status of cellular deployment of areas on Prince of Wales that 

are not currently served and the other purpose of the letter would be to keep the 

issue going, showing that it is a priority to Prince of Wales. Bolling stated that he 

would be supportive of the membership finding out more on this issue. The 

membership agreed that Fitzpatrick would move forward to gain additional 

insight and provide it to the membership at the next meeting.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

NEXT MEETING  

September 27th, 2016 at 1:00p.m., Craig – Lunch will start at noon.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Bolling motioned to adjourn the meeting. Schoonover seconded the motion. With no 

opposition from the membership, the meeting adjourned at 2:30p.m.  

 

http://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/cip/stip/index.shtml

