
MINUTES OF THE 

PRINCE OF WALES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, September 27th, 2016 

 

LOCATION: Craig Tribal Association, Craig   
 

Chairman Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order at 1:05p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

 Present: Coffman Cove, Craig, Craig Tribal Association, Edna Bay, Hollis, 

Hydaburg, Hydaburg Cooperative Association, Organized Village of Kasaan, 

Klawock, Klawock Cooperative Association, Thorne Bay, Whale Pass 

Community Association, Prince of Wales Chamber of Commerce   

 

INTRODUCTIONS: 

Those present were: Misty Fitzpatrick, Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council 

Chairman; Sadie Doucette, Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council Secretary; 

Millie Schoonover, CTA/Shaan Seet; Peggy Stevens, Naukati; Bryce Dahlstrom, Viking 

Lumber; Brian Templin, City of Craig; Cheryl Fecko, Prince of Wales Watershed 

Association; Paul Slenkamp, AMHT Land Office; Jim Gould, City of Thorne Bay; Dick 

Erickson, Whale Pass; Norma Sheakley, Craig Tribal Association Council; Greg 

Mickelson, AP&T; Leslie Isaacs, City of Klawock; Candy Hempel, Naukati Bay; Jim 

McFarland, Thorne Bay; Wayne Benner, City of Thorne Bay; Cathy Bolling, Island Post; 

Clinton Cook, Craig Tribal Association; Lynette Logan, Chamber of Commerce/First 

Bank; Jackie Duden, VISTA; Emma Fisle, Craig Public Library; Carrie Sykes, Organized 

Village of Kasaan; Deena Taylor, Hollis; Bob Andrews, Hollis; Margaret Andrews, 

Hollis; Greg Dahl, Prince of Wales Chamber of Commerce; Matt Anderson, USFS; 

Anthony Christenson, Hydaburg; Dorothy Shepard, Naukati Bay; Al Shepard, Naukati 

Bay; Jean Bland, City of Hydaburg/Hydaburg Cooperative Association; Bob Clause, 

Craig City School Board/Craig Tribal Association; Lawrence Armour, Klawock 

Cooperative Association;  

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Dahl moved to adopt the agenda as presented. Templin seconded the motion. The motion 

passed with no opposition.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Schoonover motioned to approve the July 2016 meeting minutes. Gould seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with no opposition.  

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

1. Prince of Wales Landscape Assessment Team (POW LAT) Update 

Fitzpatrick gave a background and an update on the Prince of Wales Landscape 

Assessment Team. Fitzpatrick stated that there is more information on the 

POWCAC website under “Other Projects”.  



 

2. USDA Rural Development Energy Efficiency  Funding Announcement   

Fitzpatrick stated that Robert Venables is the Energy Coordinator for Southeast 

Conference and he had asked her to convey some information regarding this 

program to the group. Fitzpatrick read an email from Mr. Venables that stated the 

funding information could be of interest to those who already received an energy 

audit and need assistance with implementation and the one page application is an 

easy way for businesses to get an energy audit that is discounted 75 percent, there 

needs to be 2-3 businesses signed on before they can book the energy audit flight, 

etc. Fitzpatrick stated that if anyone would like contact information for Mr. 

Venables that she could provide it. There is a fact sheet with more information, 

and the application on the POWCAC website.  

 

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS 

 

1. Alaska Mental Health Trust Land Exchange – Senior Resource Manager, Paul 

Slenkamp 

Slenkamp introduced himself and gave an overview of the Alaska Mental Health 

Plan Trust Exchange. Slenkamp stated that they had run into issues with certain 

developments surrounding the communities of Sitka, Juneau, Ketchikan and 

Petersburg, and they had started a program to see if they could exchange with the 

Forest Service for lands that are more suitable for economic development, 

primarily timber. In order to do that, in 2011 they started working with the 

Tongass Futures Roundtable, who formed a sub-committee to try to help 

determine which Federal lands would be more acceptable to gain ownership by 

the Trust. In 2012, one of the only successful motions was passed by the Tongass 

Futers Roundtable. In June of 2015, the Trust entered into an agreement to initiate 

an exchange with the Forest Service, since that time they’ve been trying to go into 

a deeper process, it took almost a year before the Forest Service determined that it 

would take at least 3-5 years to complete the details of the cost to the Trust and 

would be at least 3 million without litigation and they had already started to get 

sued from other organizations; that showed them this would be a very timely, 

expensive process with an uncertain income. At the same time the Forest Service 

had moved into their transition to young growth and basically has no timber 

available for the current industry in Southeast Alaska. Last fall several 

organizations had determined that if something didn’t happen to provide them 

with more certain income/supplies; they would be ceasing their operations. 

Looking the length of time that this land exchange would occur, the Trust started 

working with the Alaska Forest Association and Viking to see if they could move 

this forward. Slenkamp went over areas that were being looked at on Prince of 

Wales Island in the proposal with Tongass Futures Roundtable and how the island 

would be affected and how it would help support local entities. 

There were many questions and concerns about how this plan would negatively 

affect the communities on Prince of Wales Island. Comments were made about 

having areas on this plan reconsidered.  



The membership decided to move forward having this item as an informational 

item only.  

  

2. Telecommunications on Prince of Wales Island – The Alaska Plan 

 Fitzpatrick gave an overview and background to the group on the 

Telecommunications on Prince of Wales Island. Fitzpatrick stated that she has 

included this item due to several requests inquiring about the telecommunications 

on Prince of Wales, and at the July POWCAC meeting it was decided that she 

would continue to do research and gather information for the meetings.  

Fitzpatrick stated that she discovered The Alaska Plan had been approved in 

August. Fitzpatrick explained that the FCC administers universal service funding, 

and the Alaska Plan changes how the universal service funding is administered. In 

the past, the funding was given to wireless carriers and wireline carriers equally, 

but with the Alaska Plan, it would freeze the amount of universal funding that 

they are currently receiving, if they opt to participate in it. The freeze would come 

with some performance requirements for the carrier so if they opted to participate 

in the Alaska Plan, they would have to adhere to the performance requirements 

imposed by FCC related to broadband service and the amount of quality of data 

that they provide their customers. Fitzpatrick continued that, the performance 

requirements imposed would be negotiated on a case by case basis with the utility 

companies. Fitzpatrick stated the plan should take effect in January of 2017 or a 

year from now. Fitzpatrick stated that it didn’t sound like a plan that would help 

much with improving the connections like people had hoped. Fitzpatrick stated 

that she didn’t have all of the details to the Alaska Plan and everything stated was 

hear say from a utility worker and transcribed based on her understanding. 

Fitzpatrick proposed that the membership write a letter stating the troubles we 

have on Prince of Wales Island with telecommunications. The membership 

supported Fitzpatrick on getting more information on this topic and bringing it 

back to update the group at the next meeting and moving forward from that point.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

NEXT MEETING  

November 29th, 2016 at 1:00p.m. -  Klawock will host at the Vocational and Technical 

Center. Lunch will begin at noon. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Prince of Wales Chamber of Commerce motioned to adjourn the meeting. OVK 

seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:52p.m.  


