
 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the  

PRINCE OF WALES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:   

 Chairman Benner called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  

 

2. ROLL CALL:   

 Present: Craig, Hollis, Kasaan, Organized Village of Kasaan, Klawock, Klawock    

            Cooperative Association, Naukati, Thorne Bay, Whale Pass.  

 

3. INTRODUCTIONS 

 Those present were:  Wayne Benner, City of Thorne Bay;  Lisa Roseland, City of    

            Thorne Bay;  Brian Templin, City of Craig;  Della Coburn, City of Kasaan;     

            Carrie Sykes, Organized Village of Kasaan;  Marina Anderson, Organized Village 

 of Kasaan; Tyra Huestis, City of Whale Pass;  Lawrence Armour, City of   

            Klawock and Klawock Cooperative Association;  Peggy Stevens, Naukati Bay;     

            Otto Green, Craig;  Bob Claus, Craig School Board; Ron Curtis, Hollis   

            Community Council; Jon Bolling, City of Craig;  Lisa Cates, Hollis School; Jim   

            Wills, Hollis.  

 

4.   ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 Bolling moved to adopt the agenda.  Sykes seconded the motion.  With no   

            opposition from the membership, the motion passed.  

 

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

           Bolling moved to approve the minutes.  Sykes seconded the motion.  With no   

           opposition from the membership, the motion passed.   

 

6.  OPEN DISCUSSION 

 a.  Town Hall November 10, 2017: Opioid Crisis  

                 Jonathon Kreiss-Tompkins joined the meeting via teleconference.  Kreiss-

Tompkins along with the Commissioner of Alaska Health and Human Services 

were interested in presenting a town hall forum on the opiod crisis on Prince of 

Wales Island.  The town hall was hoped to be held mid-November however, 

with the governors announcement of the special legislative session, the date 

may change.  Kreiss-Tompkins thought the forum would present policy tools 

passed by the legislature and used by the governor and his administration to try 

and combat the epidemic and hoped Dr. Jay Butler, Chief Medical Officer for 

the State of Alaska would participate.  Bolling asked if any opoid statistical 

information would be provided and if the information would be statewide or 

specific to POW.  Kreiss-Tompkins would look into statistical data and advise.   

Cates asked if there would be a component for youth involvement.  Kreiss-



 

 

Tompkins felt the forum would be a great opportunity to co-organize with 

youth.   Cates offered to help organize and coordinate with the other schools.    

Kreiss-Tompkins agreed to keep POWCAC informed.  

 

 b.  Omnilert Emergency Mass Notification System – Brian Templin 

                 Templin gave an overview of the emergency mass notification system, 

Omnilert,  which the City of Craig chose to subscribe.   Omnilert was an 

internet based system set up so messages were input and subscribers on 

particular user groups received a phone call, text message or email notification.   

Once a message was entered,  Omnilert had the capability to send thousands of 

messages and calls in a minute. This mass notification system allowed 

individuals to subscribe to information  important to them.   Craig  had set up 

groups as public or private.   Public groups were those the general public could 

subscribe to.  Craig also used Omnilert for first responders, an example of a 

private group.  The city of Craig manages the subscription to Omnilert.  Craig 

currently has three super administrators who have authorization to manage the 

entire system.  There were also personnel in Craig authorized to set up and edit 

groups.   Each community had the ability to have a content administrator who 

could  send out messages within their community.   Templin stated the initial 

message did need to be entered on the internet,  he understood this could be an 

issue in some communities.  The police chief of Craig had stated he would 

work with those communities allowing them to  phone Craig dispatch who 

would then send the message out to groups in their community.  Over the next 

year Templin offered the opportunity for other communities interested to 

participate. The Omnilert system had a base cost of approximately $1500.00 

per year to maintain a subscription and a cost based on the number of 

established user accounts.   Prince of Wales is small enough as a whole that it 

would be expensive for each community to pay the base cost themselves and 

pay the user fees on top of that.  By subscribing to a single service with 

multiple communities participating, the City of Craig was  able to save some 

money.  If a community is interested in participating they may contact Brian 

Templin at 907-826-3275, Chaundell Piburn at 907-826-4857 or email 

powalerts@craigak.com.  Stevens asked how many communities were 

currently using the system and Templin replied Klawock EMS, Klawock, 

Thorne Bay, Craig School District and Craig.   The Omnilert account the City 

of Craig chose this year allows 750 independent user accounts for a cost of 

approximately $4000.00.   For this first year, the City of Craig are looking for a 

financial contribution of about $250.00 from communities who wish to 

participate.  If the number of users does not grow above the 1000 anticipated 

users then that cost will likely remain steady.  If the number of users 

skyrockets then the cost would be re-evaluated.  There was some grant funding 

which will help for the next couple years. Benner thanked  Templin and the 

city of Craig for offering this service to other communities on Prince of Wales.  

Benner stated Omnilert had worked very well for Thorne Bay.  The Omnilert 

system has removed crucial communications off the old radio which was wide 

open for all to listen and allowed emergency service communication to be done 
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privately.  Templin stated the city of Craig will be cleaning up multiple users 

and streamlining the entire system.   

 

7.  CONTINUING BUSINESS 

 a.  Telecommunications on Prince of Wales Island – The Alaska Plan 

      No discussion.   

                 Leaving this item on the agenda as island wide communication needs   

                 improvement.  

 

 b.  Transportation Plan Approvals – Wayne Benner 

Left this on the agenda as it is almost time to discuss plan approvals.        

 

8.  NEW BUSINESS 

 a.  SE Conference Overview – Wayne Benner, Jon Bolling 

Bolling stated SE Conference was held last week in Haines.  Biomass was a 

topic of discussion.  Deveny Plentavich, AK Energy Authority and Rob 

Deering, U.S. Forest Service were both involved in alternative energy and in 

attendance at SE Conference.  Plentavich spoke with regard to POW,  noting 

the school districts converted to wood heat and  undertook a greenhouse effort. 

Bolling reported there were groups who did not see biomass as a viable 

alternative and pressure was placed on the Forest Service to not recognize 

biomass as a renewable resource.   Bolling felt POWCAC should keep an eye 

on the topic as he did not see how it benefited anyone to restrict access to the 

National Forest.  Bolling reported that Raincoast Data prepared a yearly report, 

Alaska by the Numbers, on the economy of SE Alaska. The report could be 

downloaded from the SE Conference website.  Bolling stated the Marine 

Highway System was also a topic of conversation as it was short of funding for 

the fiscal year. The governor and the committee he had appointed were also 

looking at how the Marine Highway System was governed.   The Marine 

Highway System  was part of the Department of Transportation and a subset of 

the State of Alaska.  There was a statewide group on this committee looking at 

different governing structures one of which would be a public corporation 

which would have its own board of directors and some independents from the 

legislature.  The general feeling was that a public corporation may protect the 

Marine Highway System from the vagaries that happened when subject to the 

legislature approving budget in May or June when your fiscal year starts in 

July.   The proposal was not without concern and controversy.   Benner stated 

there was conversation with several Haines community members regarding 

ramifications from congress modifying  NAFTA  as it effected tariffs and the 

concern with goods being shipped through Canadian waters.  Haines was 

concerned as most of their goods arrive via Canada and most on a truck .  

Benner reported there was conversation with PeaceHealth regarding its 

struggle to continue to provide services as people travel north or south for the 

same service.   The other concern was that Alaska does not recognize a lot of 

the insurance providers.     

 



 

 

 b.  Southeast Alaska Solid Waste Authority Update – Wayne Benner 

Benner stated the Southeast Alaska Solid Waste Authority (SEASWA) 

monthly meeting was held in Haines at SE Conference.   Benner reported 

SEASWA continued to move forward trying to facilitate a program to remove 

scrap metal from Prince of Wales Island. An additional 1000 tons of scrap was 

needed to make removal feasible.  Thorne Bay started their collection last week 

and were offering free scrap drop off, with a charge if prep was needed for 

disposal.  

  

Otto Greene stated he was currently 84 years old and had been coming to 

Prince of Wales Island since 1963.  Greene could not run up and down the hills 

as he used to and continues to find more and more roads closed by the USFS 

with no input from the citizens of the island.   Greene stated roads should only 

be closed if there had been a legitimate safety reason.  Benner replied that the 

U.S. Forest Service did have an access travel management plan that was a three 

year process where the US Forest Service did hold public hearings and 

meetings and provided maps of the roads which were proposed to close.  

Lawrence invited Mr. Greene to meet with him and go over the roads he felt 

were important to hunting.   

 

9.   CORRESPONDENCE 

 

10. NEXT MEETING 

 November 28, 2017, CTA Building, Craig, Alaska 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

 Benner adjourned the meeting at 2:28 p.m. 


